Administration of George W. Bush, 2003 / Nov. 17

two, that he would chase these killers down
and bring them to justice. There’s only one
way to deal with Al Qaida: find them and
bring them to justice. And that’s exactly what
the United States and a lot of other nations,
including a free Iraqg, will do. We do this in
the name of humanity. We do this in the
name of freedom, and we do it in the name
of peace.
Thank you all very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:57 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of Turkey.

Remarks Honoring NCAA Spring
Championship Teams
November 17, 2003

Please be seated. Thanks for coming. Let’s
see, | forgot who said, “This is the people’s
house, and we're just letting you live here.”
You're right. Welcome to the people’s house.
I'm glad to be just living here for a while.

I'm also really glad to honor some of our
country’s really fine individuals to the White
House, all of whom worked to make their
team successful. It is—we call this Cham-
pionship Day, where champions come, peo-
ple who put their talents to good use, and
people who have got a lot of talents to con-
tinue to put to use to make sure our country
is as hopeful and compassionate as possible.
So welcome to the White House. We're real-
ly thrilled you're here.

We've got some pretty interesting char-
acters with us today. [Laughter] Every per-
son has got to have a good lawyer, particu-
larly in America. And | got a good one, and
that’s Judge Al Gonzales, who is the White
House legal counsel, who graduated from
Rice University. Judge, thank you for coming.

We have got Members from the United
States Congress with us today. From the
great State of Texas, Chris Bell and John
Culberson. Thank you all for coming, Chris
and John. I'm glad you're here. I suspect I
know why you're here. Rush Holt from the
State of New Jersey is with us. Rush, thank
you for coming. Mark Kennedy is with us.
Mark, good to see you, sir, glad you're back.
Cliff Stearns—hi, CIiff, how are you?
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We've got the university leaders with us.
Chancellor Nancy Cantor from the Univer-
sity of Illinois is with us. Chancellor, we're
honored you are here. Jim Barker, the presi-
dent of Clemson University; Malcolm Gillis,
from Houston, Texas, Rice University. Thank
you all for coming, and thank you for bring-
ing the people from your universities here
to the White House. We're glad you're here.

First, 1 want to honor an individual. 1 said
this, that we’re going to honor teams, but
we’'re going to first start off with an individual
here on Champions Day. The man I'm about
to introduce has been winning college foot-
ball games since Harry Truman was in the
White House. [Laughter] His teams have
picked up 409 victories in the course of his
career, and that’s John Gagliardi. The reason
why his teams play so well is because not
only is he a good coach, he’s first and fore-
most a very decent person who honors val-
ues, who believes in the potential of every
individual, who leads through example.

Coach Gagliardi, we're honored that
you're here. We appreciate so very much
Peggy and Jim being with you. Coach
Gagliardi told me Jim—or Jim told me he’s
the offensive coordinator. He said, “I kind
of like"—I said, “I kind of like a guy who
follows in his father’s footsteps.” [Laughter]
But it's such an honor to welcome this fine
human being with us today. Coach Gagliardi,
congratulations, and thank you very much for
being here, sir.

Every team here did really well. But only
one team was undefeated, and that was the
Mighty Illini tennis team. They were 32-0.
Coach Tiley, I don’t know if it was the sched-
uling that did it. [Laughter] You had a lot
of really good players; I know that. I'm so
glad you're here. | appreciate the fine tennis
players being here. I want to congratulate
you on your undefeated season. | want to
congratulate you on being national champs
in men’s tennis.

The Lady Gators are with us from Florida.
If you've got any complaints, Lady Gators,
about this day, just go ahead and write the
Governor. [Laughter] This is the fourth team
from your distinguished university to make
it to the White House. | appreciate Coach
Thornqvist. I'm honored that the Lady
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Gators are with us today. And | want to con-
gratulate you as well for being the national
champs, representing your school.

The Clemson golf team started the year
at number one—this will be your Clemson
men’s golf team—and they ended the year
at number one. That'’s called a wire-to-wire,
start to finish. | appreciate very much Larry
Penley; he’s been the coach. He’s been there
for only two decades. He’s taken a while to
get it right. No. [Laughter] 1 want to con-
gratulate Coach Penley and the mighty
Clemson golf team. | know the people down
there in South Carolina are really proud of
you.

Last year | had the honor of hosting the
Princeton women’s lacrosse team, and so |
just kind of said, “You think you'll be back
next year?” They said, yeah, they thought
they’d be back next year. | like people who
do what they say they’re going to do. [Laugh-
ter] 1 want to congratulate the Princeton
women’s and Coach Sailer for winning your
sport back-to-back. These are great athletes
and great scholars with us. And I'm real
proud that you're here. So | asked them once
again, “Are you going to be back next year?”
They said, “How about you?” No. They
said—(laughter]. | appreciate—[laughter]—
never mind. [Laughter]

The USC women’s golf team is with us.
Mikaela Parmlid was the national champ last
year, the individual championship. The thing
I like about her, she was more interested in
helping her team win. And thanks to Andrea
Gaston, the Lady Trojans, they beat a dif-
ficult field and are national champs from
USC. | bet there are some men’s football
players that'd like to be here as well from
your university. [Laughter]

The mighty Virginia Cavalier lacrosse team
is here. This is—I didn’t know much about
lacrosse. | kind of saw it in the periphery
for a while. Then | watched—I happened to
be working out upstairs and watched the
finals. Whew, it's a tough game, and banging
each other over the heads with sticks, and—
[laughter]—but I'm proud of Coach Starsia
and the Cavaliers for winning this important
championship, a 9-7 championship game. It
was a classic of conditioning and toughness
and desire. And I'm proud to say that you
won it.
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We've also got the UCLA softball team
here with us, ladies’ softball team. | can re-
member when | was the Governor of Texas,
I used to work out in the weight room. And
I can remember the Texas girls telling me,
they said, “Don’t worry, Governor, we’ll be
the national champs.” They forgot about
Coach Enquist’s team. The UCLA Bruins are
a great ladies’ softball team. It’s a tough field,
and they had great pitching—a very competi-
tive team. And | want to congratulate you
all for being here. | asked if there are any
that are going to be on the Olympic team.
| think three or four hands went up who will
be representing the United States in Olympic
softball. I pity the teams they play. [Laugh-
ter]

Finally, the mighty Rice Owls are here
with us. I grew up in Houston. | can remem-
ber going over to the ballpark over there on
the campus to watch the Rice teams of old
play. Coach Graham and the Owls not only
represented a fine university well, they rep-
resented a great baseball State. They—I told
Coach Graham, I said, “It's great to be with
people who go to a fine school and at the
same time beat a really tough, tough field
in baseball.” And so | want to congratulate
the mighty Owls for coming. |1 know a lot
of folks in Houston are really proud of your
accomplishments. So are a lot of people in
Texas.

So this is Championship—we're honored
to have the teams with us—Championship
Day. The thing—the lesson I love about team
sports and about champions is that cham-
pions work hard. They live a good, clean life
in order to succeed. But they all serve some-
thing greater than themself in life. And that’s
an important example for our country. It's
important for people to recognize that serv-
ing something greater than yourself in life
makes you a whole person, helps you under-
stand the significance of life.

My call to these champs is to remember
that now that you're a champion, a lot of peo-
ple, particularly young kids, are looking at
you, wondering what it’s like to be a champ,
wondering what it’s like to serve the school
or the region or the State so very well. It
means you've got a little extra task at hand,
means you got to understand that you're an
example for somebody and you can actually
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affect somebody’s life in a positive way by
how you handle the responsibilities of being
a champion.

Again, congratulations for working hard,
for winning. Congratulations for what you
have done. Congratulations for what you’re
going to do with your life. May God bless
you all, may God bless your universities, and
may God continue to bless our great country.

NoTe: The President spoke at 2:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Malcolm Gillis, president, and
Wayne Graham, head baseball coach, Rice Uni-
versity; John Gagliardi, head football coach, St.
John’s University, his wife, Peggy, and their son,
Jim, offensive coordinator, St. John’s University
football team; Craig Tiley, men’s tennis head
coach, University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign; Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida; Roland
Thorngvist, women’s tennis head coach, Univer-
sity of Florida; Larry Penley, men’s golf head
coach, Clemson University; Chris Sailer, women’s
lacrosse head coach, Princeton University; Andrea
Gaston, head coach, and Mikaela Parmlid, former
player, women'’s golf, University of Southern Cali-
fornia; Dom Starsia, men’s lacrosse head coach,
University of Virginia; and Sue Enquist, women’s
softball head coach, University of California-Los
Angeles.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders

November 17, 2003

I just had the honor of meeting with the
Medicare Conference Working Group. I first
thanked them for their extraordinary leader-
ship on developing a fine piece of legislation
for Medicare. There are Republican leaders
at this table; there are Democrat leaders at
this table. These are Americans who under-
stand we have an obligation to our seniors
to modernize and strengthen the Medicare
system.

The bill that will be offered to the House
and the Senate modernizes and strengthens
Medicare. There’s 400 billion additional dol-
lars available for our seniors in this bill.
There’s prescription drug coverage in the bill
for our seniors. This vote will demonstrate
whether the Members of the House and the
Senate will help keep our commitment to
America’s seniors. | look forward to working
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with the Members around the table to secure
passage of this very important and historic
piece of legislation. I urge members of both
political parties to study the legislation, to re-
member the promise we have made to Amer-
ica’s seniors, and to vote yes for this legisla-
tion.
Thank you.

NoTe: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Council of Europe Convention
on Cybercrime

November 17, 2003

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, | trans-
mit herewith the Council of Europe Conven-
tion on Cybercrime (the “Cybercrime Con-
vention” or the “Convention”), which was
signed by the United States on November
23, 2001. In addition, for the information of
the Senate, | transmit the report of the De-
partment of State with respect to the Con-
vention and the Convention’s official Explan-
atory Report.

The United States, in its capacity as an ob-
server at the Council of Europe, participated
actively in the elaboration of the Convention,
which is the only multilateral treaty to ad-
dress the problems of computer-related
crime and electronic evidence gathering. An
overview of the Convention’s provisions is
provided in the report of the Department of
State. The report also sets forth proposed
reservations and declarations that would be
deposited by the United States with its in-
strument of ratification. With these reserva-
tions and declarations, the Convention would
not require implementing legislation for the
United States.

The Convention promises to be an effec-
tive tool in the global effort to combat com-
puter-related crime. It requires Parties to
criminalize, if they have not already done so,
certain conduct that is committed through,
against, or related to computer systems. Such
substantive crimes include offenses against



